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fROH BIS BREAKFAST MEETING. HAVING SLIPPED TO TRIAD PLACE IK THE 
POLLS. SAEZ WHS ELATED TO HAVE LUNCH W( TH AMBASSADOR ON THE SANE 
DAY THAT HE HAD ff!S FIRST-EVER MEETING WITH CHUM. SAEZ ASSERTED 
THAT THE RACK-IO-BACK HEETINGS WOULD UH0ERSC8RE THE STARK CBMRAST 
BETWEEN THE TVO. AMBASSADOR VAS ACCQHPANlEB BY P016FF. 
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3. (C) 6EFBRE SITTING DOWN TO LUNCH. SAEZ RECOUNTED IER 
EXPERIENCES AT IKE HUM HERALO CONfEREHCE BR AUGUS1 IT AND U. 
SAEZ SAID THAT MffN SHE VAS AI I Iff CONFERENCE. SHE NET THE DIRECTOR 
OF A TRAVEL AGENCY THAT DOES BUSINESS IN VENEZUELA. THIS DIRECTOR 
STATED THAI HE WAS THINKING OF PULLING OUT Of VENEZUELA BECAUSE OF 
-7BEIT0 B1IMSZ /3J EC6N0MC DIFFICULTIES AND POLITICAL UNCERTAINTIES. SAEZ SAIB THAT 

SHE STOPPED THE BIRECTOR AND P1EADED WITH HJH N6T TO LEAVE 
VENEZUELA. SHE ASSERTED THAI VENEZUELA mm 1KXI> NOT LESS 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT. SAEZ STATES THAI SHE ASSURES THE DIRECTBR 
THAT. THOUGH TIKES NIGHI BE DIFFICULT IN VENEZUELA ROW. THE 
SITUATION WOULB IMPROVE AHD THERE WOULD BE AMPLE BUSINESS 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE**™™ 111 A"ER LUNCH. SAEZ RETOLD THIS SAME ANECDBTE TO THE 
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SUMMARY 



I. (CI *l AH INE ONLY CANDIDATE CAPABLE OF 6VIL8ING IRE POLITICAL 
CONSENSUS AND ALL EAHCES NECESSARY ID GBVERN VENEZUELA." IRENE SAEZ 
IBID AMBASSADOR BUR I NG A SEPTEMBER 2S LUNCH MEETING. SAEZ ASSERIED 
THAT HER DECLINE IN THE POLLS MASKED III REAL STRENGTH, HflCH IS TO 
JOIN TOGETHER VENEZUELA'S FRAGMENTED AND DISPARATE PARTIES. 
CAITICISH Of HER DECISION TO ALLY HERSELF WITH TRADITIONAL PARTIES. 
SUCH AS IKE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY (COPED. MISSED THE POIHI THAI 
VENEZUELA CANNOT BE GOVERNED WITHOUT INESE HISTORIC POLITICAL 
ACTORS. IN SHORT' SAEZ SAID SUE IS THE CANDIDATE Of 
"GDVERNABIU7Y." SAEZ INSISTED THAI THIS WOULD BECOME EVIDENT 
FOLLOWING IKE NOVEMBER i REGIONAL ELECTIONS. SHE DISTINGUISHED 
KFiSEtF FROM HER PERCEIVED MAJOR CDHPEIUOR. HUGO CHAVEZ. OY 
NOTING. "I STAND FOR BEMOCNACY AND CONSTITUTIONAL C8VERHMENT." 
TffRM.TOT HEP CONVERSATIONS WITH AWEJISSADOR. SAEZ WAS VERY 
OPTIMISTIC. AND GAVE NO INDICATION )HAl KER DECLINE IN THE PBLLS 
HAS SHM'EM HER DETERMINATION TO CARRY THIS FIGHT TO IKE EHO. END 
SUMMARY. 



5. (CI SAEZ A08RESSED THE MIAMI KERALB CONFERENCE BEFORE CHAVEZ'S 
SPEECH FROM CARACAS VIA SATELLITE VIDEO CONFERENCE. SAEZ EXPLAINED 
THAT SHE USED KER ADDRESS !0 DRAW A SHARP DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
HERSELF AND CHAVEZ: 

- SHE BEGAN HER ADDRESS BY NOTING THAT KER "OPPONENT" HAD BEEN 
UNABLE TO SECURE A UISA TO ENTER THE U.S. 

- WHEREAS HER "OPPONEHI" HAD MADE HANY STATEMENTS "HOSTILE" TO 
FBREIGN INVESTMENT. SAEZ EMPHASIZED THAT SHE WELCOMEB FOREIGN 
INVESTMENT AND VIEWED SUCH INVESTMENT AS KEY TO DEVELOPING A MODERN' 
VENEZUELA. SHE IOLD INVESTORS THAT "JUBICIAL REFORM AND SECURITY" 
WERE HIGH ON KER AGENDA. 

- SHE STATED THAT HER "OPPONENT" WANTED TB TAKE VENEZUELA INTO AN 
'AOVSS' OF POLITICAL UNCERTAINTY BY HOLDING A CONSTITUTIONAL 
ASSEMBLY (CRNSIIIUYENFEI. ACKNOWLEDGING THE DEFICIENCIES Of 
VENEZUELA'S DEMOCRACY. SHE STRfSSEB THAI SHE SOUGHT REFORM (N 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE CURRENT CONST I TUT I BN. 



AMBASSADOR: f HE !iSG SUPPORTS I HE DEMOCRATIC PPDCESS 



k. 10 AMBASSADOR IOLD SAEZ THAI INTEREST IN VENEZUELA WAS . 
GROWING IN WASHINGTON. AND THERE WAS SIGNIFICANT CBNCERH ABOUT 



STEALING SOME SP0TLIGH1 FROM CHAVEZ 



J. (CI SAEZ- ACCOMPANIED BY CHRISTIAN SOCIAL ICOPfli PARTY 

SifflEGIS! MVSTIN EEHRIOS- ARRIVED ?! AMBASSAdOR'S RESIDENCE FOP 
L'jNCH ONI Y TVO ROUPS tfVtt FFONT-fWNEf. HUGO CKMEZ HAD DEPARTED 



VENEZUELA'S POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SITUAIION. AMBASSADOR EXPIAINEP 
THAT HE WAS MEETING WITH MAJOR PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 10 HEAP 
IHEIR VIEWS DIPECILY AND TB LAY OUt THE U.S. POSITION REGARDING THE 
EIECTIOHS AND OUR RElATIBKSHIP WITH THE GOVEENMENI WHICH RESULTS 
FROM THOSE ELECTIONS. AMBASSADOR MADE IHE FOLLOWING POSNIS: 

-- WE SUPPORT IHE ElECTQRAi PROCESS. WE ftM FPEE. FAIR. AM) 
JNAKSMfMI F I F UtOK-. WE WILL SECOGKCt WHOMEVER WINS "HGSE 
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ELECTIONS. VE EXPECT TO CONTINUE OUP EXDE1LEHT BILATERAL 

relationship with m nev government mourn m elections 



- the basis of our bilateral relationship has been a sna9e0 
commitment to democratic, constitutional government, ibis shared 
commitment includes support for Venezuela's democratic 
institutions, ho matter rov discredited wet might be. if broken, 
these democratic institutions oak amd skovtc be fixed to improve 
venezuelan democracy. this is mi challenge to venezuela's 
political leadership, any effort to reform the state through a 
constitutional assembly must preserve continuity of democratic 
institutions. jlhmcial reform is essential. is under way. and is 
supported by the u.s. without an independent legislature. there is 
no democracy . 

- foreign investment requires clear and reliable rules. an 
inordinate amount of poiitical uncertainty, such as might be 
generated by a "constiiuyente." would hake fdr an inhospitable 
investment environment. 



SAEZ: SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRACY. CONSTITUTIONALITY. AND PARTIES 



f. (CI SAEZ ENTHUSIASTICALLY ASSERTED THAT SHE MS IN Fl/ll 
AGS [CUE NT KITH THE USG POSITIONS. SHE WELCOMED THE AMBASSADOR'S 
STATEMENTS THAT THE USG WOULD SUPPORT THE BEMOCRA1IC PROCESS AND 
REMAIN NEUTRAL IN THE ELECTIONS.- STATING WAT SHE CONCURRED THAT 
"WHOEVER WINS. WINS," SAEZ OPTIMISTICALLY SAIB SHE WOULD BE TK 
NEXT PRESIDENT Cf VENEZUELA AND WOULD SEEK TO CONTINUE EXCELLENT 
RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. 

S. 10 SAEZ EXPLAINED THAT. IN CONTRAST IB CHAVEZ. SHE SUPPORTED 
DEMOCRACY. CONSTITUTIONALITY. AND THE CONTINUED ROLE OF POLITICAL 
PARTIES IN THE POLITICAL LIFE OF VENEZUELA - THOUGH NEW POLITICAL 
LEADERSHIP IN THE PARTIES MUST BE ALLOWED TO THRIVE. ACKNOWLEDGING 
THAI VENEZUELAN DEMOCRACY WAS MOT PERFECT. SAEZ STATEB SHE WOULB 
WORK TO "ENRICH" THE OEMOCSATIC SYSTEM. FURTHERMORE. SHE SAID THAT 
S»f WOULD SUPPORT CONSIITUTIOMAL RfFDRM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 1961 
CONSTITUTION, AND WOULD NOT SEEK ID BREAK WITH THIS CONSTITUTION. 

9. 10 WITH RESPECT TO SUPPORTING TRADITIONAL POLITICAL PARIIES. 
. SAEZ SAID THAT HER OECISION TO ALLY HERSELF WITH ONE TRADITIONAL 
PARIY. COPEI. WAS A DIFFICULT DECISION TOR HER TO MAKE. SAEZ 
EXPLAINED COPEI'S SUPPORT WAS NOT ONLY ESSENTIAL 10 WINNING THE 
Elf CI ION. BUT ALSO MORE IMPORTANTLY NECESSARY IB ENSURE THAT SHE 
WOULD BE ABLE TO GOVERN THE COUNTRY. SHE INSISTED THAT SHE WAS 
STILL AX INUtniiMl- AND WELCOMED TNf SUPPORT OF ALL IHUSESKB 
PARTIES. INCLUDING THE TRADITIONAL PARTIES. SAEZ EXPLAINED THAI 
THE TRADITIONAL PARTIES WERE STILL A REALITY IN VENEZUELAN 
POLITICS, ANO IHAI PARTIES WERE ESSENTIAL TO A PROPERLY FUNCTIONING 
DEMOCRACY. 
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GUBERNATORIAL. STATE LEGISLATIVE. AND NATIONAL CONGRESSIONAL 



ELECTIONS, THE POLITICAL PANORAMA WILL CHANCE SIGNIFICANTLY 




J SUE STATED THAT SHE SAW NO REASON WHY VENEZUELA'S. 



CONSTITUTION GOULD NOT BE REFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS OWN 
PROVISIONS. FURTHERMORE. AFTER THE NOVEMBER ELECTIONS A NEW 
CONGRESS WIU HAVE BEEN ELECTED THAT WILL HAVE A VEST ED INTEREST IN 

I MOTE: 
137-jb 



CONGRESS IS SCHEDULED TO BE SWORN IN ON JANUARY 
PRESIDE AIT ON (18MW ?. END NOTE.; 



THE 



SAEI'S VlfW OF.TSE POLHICAt PANORAMA 
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13. IC) PRIOR TO LUNCH. SAEZ ADVISOR LEON FffiRES CORDCRO PHONfO 
PDLCOUNS TO INOUIRE ABOUT PRESS ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE LUNCH. 
POLCDUNS EXPLAINED THAT WHILE I HE EMBASSY HAD NOT ARRANGED FOR 
PRESS FOR EITHER THE BREAKFAST OR LUNCHEON MEETING. THE PRESS HAS 
STAKED OUT THE RESIDENCE FOR THE CHAVEZ BREAKFAST, AXB CHAVEZ HAB 
ADBRESSED THE PRESS IN THE STREET OUTSIOE I HE Rf.SIOfN.CE GPOUNUS. 
SUBSEQUENTLY. AMBASSADOR HAD INVI1ED THE PRESS INTO IHE RESlOEHCE 
FOR A BRIEF STATEMENT AND ANSWERED QUESTIONS. POICOUNS STATED THAT 
SAEZ WOULD BE TREA1EB NB OIFFERENTLY. FROM THE TERRACE OF 
AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE. EERRIDS' USING A CELLULAR PHONE- MADE A 
COUPLE Of QUICK CALLS TO SUMMON IHE PRESS 10 THE RESIDENCE FOR A 
STATEMENT BY SAEZ AFTER LUNCH. 

H. ft» SPEAKING TO IHE PRESS AFTER LUNCH. SAEZ STRESSED ,V": ONLY 
THAT SHE INDEED HAS A VISA 10 TRAVEL ID THE U.S.. BUI AlSD IHAI • 

THIS LUNCHEON K EI INC WAS ONE OF MANY MEETINGS THAT SHE HAS HAD 
WITH AMBASSADOR. SAFZ SAID, "IRENE SAEZ NOT ONLY HAS A VISA TO 
TRAVEL IB THf UNITED STATES. BUT ALSO WILL BR INC PROSPERITY TO THE 
COUNTRY, " DOWNPLAYING THE IMPORTANCE OF POLLS.- SAEZ DECLARED THAI 
ON DECEMBER B> "DEMOCRACY WILL TRIUMPH IN VENEZUELA, ' SHE ALSO 
STATED, "I EXPLAINED 10 THE AMBASSADOR THAI NOVEMBER i WILL BE A 
fEST OF FIRE." 
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